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Huns: Ancient nomadic race of Mongol origin, originating from Central Asia.
They were Short-sighted, deformed and barbaric. They engaged in raids.
Reference to this particular race would be of no importance, if it did not affect the
Byzantine-European territory and especially two areas.
The one that is based on today's Germany, with the subjection of the Ostrogoths
and the Visigoths and that of our country, where they still loot nowadays.

All of the above are the beginning of a local holocaust which was completed on
Orthodox Celebration of Saint Paraskevi  at 26th of July, 1944.
They came with no permission, they threatened. They looted. They burned
everything. They executed innocent people. They left with no cost. They have not
paid even any compensation up  to date.
In 1944, Reich's soldiers realized that they must have  left  the country. But the
arrogance of the Aryan race did  not allow for peaceful departure. 
They were  thirsty for extra blood of the conquered and new cycle of sacrifices.
 
An opportunity was given when a German phalanx while approaching the village,
was blasted by a mine.



AGIOS THOMAS (LIATANI) TANAGRAS

1944, July 20
Our soldiers  left the village and some of our fellow villagers were  arrested in
Avlona.
They were transported and held in a village warehouse along with others from Kleidi
and Dervenochoria.

1944, July 22
Most of them were  driven with no coats and executed at the plateau of
Dervenochoria.

- Aekaterinis Ioannis
- Vougesis Demetrios
- Gikas Athanasios
- Kayaras Nikolaos
- Michalakis Christos
- Sifakis Nikolaos
- Chronis Aristeides



plateau Halasmos at Stefani(Krora) Dervenochoria
place of execution of people of Liatani

by German occupation forces
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For a whole week, German soldiers scared threatened, robbed  and displayed their
power over left over women and children. 
They invaded  the houses with the barrel facing the children's eyes.

Fear and despair had overwhelmed the village. Hunger and sickness lead villagers
to despicable acts, until July 25th when German forces warned  that they would
destroy the settlement by fire. Fire took place the following day, on July 26th, in our
village and Kleidi at the same time.
 
Germans shouted from megaphone "Wie einige von euch mit den Rebellen
zusammengearbeitet, wird das Dorf verbrannt werden”. (Because some of you
cooperated with the rebels, the village will be burnt)!
 
The villagers saw the village paralyzed by fire from Midali district and they were
trying to recover from the spectacle.
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Tragic Irony for the Syrmas family.
 
The mother left  for a grinding mill in the
area of Schimatari and after the events she
was trapped there, helpless to return to her
five children.
The father preferred to stay with  his
children, instead of leaving and save
himself, ignoring the suggestions of the
villagers.
 
He was  arrested, stripped and humiliated
by German soldiers at no reason.
He paid the conqueror's suspicions. 
 
''Side effects losses' is the politically correct
term nowadays. Θεόδωρος Χρήστου Σύρμας
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July 1944 has kept in our mind as the bloodied July of Liatani.
 
It was the fate that the conqueror, either frontally or by building factions, executes
and dissolves families.
 
In 1944 also murdered:

- Anyfantis Georgios
- Verdis Konstantinos
- Theodoroy Asimo, wife of Michalis Kantaris 
- Kavvas Demetrios
- Kiokias Sotirios
- Papadedes Konstantinos
- Syrmas Efthimios
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Both Agios Thomas and Kleidi villages were destroyed.
Our ancestors, upon returning from the surrounding villages, they did  not recognize
their homes. Houses with black half-timbered stills and ashes everywhere.
Animals, bed covers and food were totally burnt.
Poor crop was plundered.
Winter was near by  and villagers needed to find a way to house families, to heal
wounds, and provide to their families necessities that the vandals had deprived.

Total devastation for about 500 residences in the two villages 
(Agios Thomas and Kleidi).
 
Attempts by the former Secretary of Kleidi community Mr Athanasios Kyriakos to
communicate the Holocaust have, until now, remained in the 'Greek calendars'.
 
No formal action by local authorities to join us in the Martyr villages and cities.
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This text was written in order to inform next generation globally about parts of Agios
Thomas village history and especially the local holocaust that took place at 1944,
the 26th of Jully.
 

“masters: Even if it is the bad fortune,
even if it's nothing,
one thought is enough, one soul is enough,
it depends on you, it depends on me.
one is enough to give life in our world”

Kostis Palamas

No detailed recording of the events in our area was attempted, as the purpose of
the present is to remind the villagers of a moment in time that changed the evolution
of the village and formed the post-war context of coexistence of its inhabitants.
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fight with lethe (oblivion)

C R E D I T S  T O  G O G O  K A M P I O T O Y  F O R  E N G L I S H  V E R S I O N


